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Student members of Leaders of the Future join Anders Engnell in accepting a $100,000 check from Johan Landfors of AkzoN obel. 

Civic-minded students celebrate $1 OOK award 
Pontiac is first American city to be honored with 'Human Cities' grantfromAkzoNobel 

President John F Kennedy often said, 
"A rising tide lifts all boats." 

His 1960s slogan is especially 
applicable today in the City of Pontiac, 
where an economic revitalization is bene
fitting many of the businesses and workers 
who are based here. 

AkzoNobel, a European company that 
traces its roots in Pontiac to 1902, has 
stepped forward to bestow a $100,000 

award to a group of young people who are 
working to create a more livable, inspiring 
city by eradicating poverty and blight. 
The grant is part of the company's global 
"Human Cities" program. 

The group, Leaders of the Future, 
includes Oakland University and Pon
tiac high school students. AkzoNobel 
committed $50,000 to support sustain
ability-themed community projects that 

Leaders of the Future will activate in 
Pontiac. Another $50,000 will be used to 
establish a higher education scholarship 
fund supporting the educational ambitions 
of the group's membership. 

"I'm deeply optimistic for the city of 
Pontiac," Johan Landfors, president of 
AkzoNobel North America, said during 
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FIRST GRADUATING CLASS 

Pontiac students earned certification as patient care technicians. 

First -class waduates 

T he Patient Care Techni
cian training program is 
one of the successes of 

the Oakland University/City of 
Pontiac Initiative. This creative 
program is administered under 
the direction of Teresa Rod
ges, executive director of the 
McLaren Oakland Foundation. 
Oakland University's School 
of Nursing Continuing Educa
tion - Patient Care Technician 
Program was expanded to 
include Pontiac High School 
students. 

The PCT program allows the 
Pontiac students to enroll in a 
yearlong program and, upon 
completion, receive patient 
care technician certification. 
This certification prepares 
graduates of this program to 
enter into a growing health 
care profession. 

The PCT program provides 
students with entry-level 

knowledge and the clinical 
skills needed to embark upon a 
career in the health care field. 
Individuals with PCT Certifi
cation can obtain employment 
in hospitals, doctor offices, 
as well as rehabilitation care 
facilities 

Patient Care Technicians 
are integral members of the 
health care profession. They 
work very closely with doc
tors, nurses and other health 
care professionals to provide 
direct patient care. Working 
as a patient care technician 
is an excellent gateway into 
the nursing profession. The 
starting salary range is $14 to 
$16 per hour. 

The Class of 2016 Oakland 
University School ofNursing 
Continuing Education - Patient 
Care Technician held its first 
graduation ceremony on Dec. 
14, 2016, at Oaldand University. 

SPIRIT of PONTIAC 
Journalism students at Oakland University contributed 

stories for this Winter 2017 edition - the fourth in a series. 
Program director Garry Gilbert supervised the students. 
Journalism adviser Holly Gilbert designed the newsletter. 

MAYORAL PROCLAMATION 

Recollections of a Hero of Pontiac 

Hubert Price Jr. is renowned for his long 
and distinguished career as a public 

servant, a civil rights activist and a mentor. 
His passing on Dec. 7, 2016, marked the 
end of a distinguished career that will be 
remembered by many. His passing was 
commemorated by a service at Welcome 
Missionary Baptist Church on Thursday, 
Dec. 15, at which many mourners and 
admirers expressed his influence on their 
lives and the community. 

The city celebrated his passing with this HubertPriceJr. 
Mayoral Proclamation: "Recollections of a 
Hero of Pontiac." 

WHEREAS, Hubert Price Jr., a native son and champion of 
Pontiac, was born in the city on Sept. 28, 1946, and passed this 
life on Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2016, leaving behind a devoted wife, 
Carolyn, a loving family and a grateful community that was made 
better by his presence; and 

WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that we pay honor to such a 
great man by giving tribute to the legacy he leaves; and 

WHEREAS, as chairman of Pontiac's Sesquicentennial 
Commission, he reminded us to "Honor the Past." He was an 
exemplary leader and executor of ideas, who instructed us how to 
"Recognize the Present." He was the visionary who cajoled us to 
lay the groundwork to "Build the Future." 

We reflect on the many ways he helped to mold -the character of 
this city. 

REFLECTIONS: 
He coined the phrase that Pontiac was "the Center of the Uni

verse," and when he said it, we knew to him it was no hyperbole. 
Having him repeat it so convincingly made each of us believe it 
and conduct ourselves accordingly. 

He would regale us with countless anecdotes about Pontiac's 
history that were all the more poignant because of the pivotal role 
he had played in them. At public occasions at which Hubert was 
given the microphone, we knew we had to resign ourselves to sit 
back in our chairs to hear just one more vignette that recalled a 
lesson of our past or an exhortation that would prepare us for our 
future. 

Yet, how glad we are now that he gave us all those historical 
remembrances of the past that bolstered us for present challenges. 
He instilled in us the sense of ourselves that made us claim our 
proud legacy. We are the city we have become today because 
Hubert Price Jr. walked amongst us. 

The stamp of a truly great leader is that there are others who 
follow his lead. Hubert Price Jr. was an exemplary leader and 
fighter for justice. He was a friend and mentor to countless elect
ed and non-elected officials and deal makers worldwide. I count 
myself among those who valued and benefitted from his example 
of excellence and integrity. After 70 years of devotion to his na
tive city, it is almost imperceptible that Hubert won't be there in 
the frontlines anymore to help conquer Pontiac's next challenge; 

Pontiac salutes Mr. Hubert Price Jr. for a job well done. There 
is a deep hole in our hearts, for we will miss you, Hubert, but we 
will never forget you. 
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 

12 earn certificates in deconstruction project 
Workforce development has been 

advanced in Pontiac through 
an inventive deconstruction 

program. The first group of 12 Pontiac 
residents recently completed the program 
- earning certificates to work in construc
tion jobs. 

The 10-week program is designed to 
present opportunities to unemployed or 
underemployed people or even just work
ers who are motivated to learn skills for 
a new career. Eligible workers are taught 
construction techniques, thus qualifying 
them for jobs in this industry. There is cur
rently a shortage of construction workers 
and high construction costs are partially 
attributed to the competition for trained 
labor. 

The deconstruction program is collec
tively sponsored by OLSHA, Oakland 
County Treasurer and the City of Pontiac. 
It took over a year to get the many moving 
parts in place to initiate this program. It 
was gratifying to work with Ron Born
gesser, newly retired CEO of OLSHA; 
Andy Meisner, Oakland County treasurer; 
and Tom Ferguson, OLSHA trainer, who 
had the tenacity to surmount the obsta
cles it took to get this program started. It 
is also gratifying to witness the people 
whose aspirations have been lifted by their 
participation. 

Ferguson explained that the trainees 
worked on blighted homes that were 
already scheduled for demolition. By 
deconstructing the homes, they were 

LEADERS OF THE FUTURE 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
a Dec. 20 press conference. "AkzoNobel 
is vested in the city's past and its future. 

"There is a spirit of service hard-wired 
in this group of students that has deeply 
impressed us," Landfors said. 

Leaders of the Future was founded by 
Anders Engnell and three of his friends at 
Pontiac's International Technology Acad
emy. Engnell is now student body vice 
president at Oakland University. About 
10 OU students and 60 ITA students are 
active in the group. 

For three years, with limited resources, 
they completed a number of community 
projects, including housing and parks 
restorations. The group also worked to 

Mayor Deirdre Waterman: This project gives graduates new skills and aspirations. 

able to salvage reusable products, such 
as hardwood floors, doors and decorative 
windows. These items can be sold and 
repurposed. Using these deconstruction 
methods, the cost of the subsequent dem
olition is decreased, thus earning a money 
savings. 

Deconstruction also has a "green" effect 
because of the reduced amount of demoli
tion debris that goes to the landfill. 

This is a workforce development project 
that not only increases the trained work
force, but also gives the graduates new 
hopes and aspirations. That is a benefit to 
both the individuals and their families , as 

develop business and leadership skills of 
students in the city. 

Armed with the AkzoNobel funding, 
Engnell outlined an ambitious plan for 
fighting blight. 

"For example, our first project in 2017 
will be an orchard and apiary that we'll 
design and install on a set of two lots on 
the southwest side of Pontiac," he said. 

Critics will "tell you there is no way for 
an inner city to be redeveloped by youth," 
Engnell said. 

"They will tell you that they'd be fight
ing for a pipe dream in a city where pipes 
burst and dreams are deferred. But we 
prove otherwise." 

Mayor Deirdre Waterman said, "I am 
very proud of the contributions made by 
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well as to the community as a whole. 
Deconstruction training was initially 

funded by a grant obtained by OLSHA 
with condemned properties identified from 
the Oakland County Treasury's inventory 
of foreclosed properties. We are in the 
process of identifying additional sources 
of funding, so we can continue and expand 
this very useful program. 

Deirdre Waterman has been mayor of 
Pontiac since 2014. She holds the dis
tinction of being the city s first woman to 
serve as mayor and the states first Afri
can-American female ophthalmologist. 

the Leaders of the Future, and I commend 
AkzoNobel for supporting the mission and 
community focus of this exciting grass
roots effort." 

The work of Leaders of the Future came 
to the attention of AkzoNobel manage
ment thanks to an article published in the 
Summer 2016 edition of the Pontiac news
letter, Waterman and Engnell said. 

AkzoNobel introduced its Human Cities 
program in 20 14 to help urban centers 
around the world deliver a stronger sense 
of community purpose, pride and inspira
tion, Landfors said. 

The company is based in the Netherlands 
and is a maker of paints, coatings and 
specialty chemicals. It employs about 300 
people at its Pontiac and Troy locations. 
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HOLIDAY SPIRIT 

Parade unites 
neighboring 
communities 

BY XAVIER HERSHOVITZ 

OAKLAND UNIVERSITY 

With its focus on children, the 35th 
Holiday Extravaganza brought 
together the communities of 

Pontiac, Auburn Hills, Waterford, White 
Lake Township and Oakland University 
for a parade and winter festival on Dec. 3. 

Randy Carter, District Four councilman 
in Pontiac, said he has attended the parade 
for 25 of its 35 years and loves seeing 
thousands of people come together for 
something positive. 

"The best thing about the Holiday Ex
travaganza parade? This is one of the rare 
times the community can come together 
and enjoy an event for all, and I would like 
to see more events like this," Carter said. 

Burdena Johnson, principal of Pontiac 
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35th Holiday Extravaganza attracted thousands of fans to downtown Pontiac. 

High School, shared Carter's sentiment 
about the importance of the parade for the 
sense of community in Pontiac. 

"This parade is an opportunity to bridge 
the gap between the schools and the com
munity, as well as demonstrate the spirit of 
Pontiac High to the community," she said. 

Johnson said she was excited to see 
students and schools get more involved 

each year. 
Carter and his wife Brenda Carter, who 

is president of the Pontiac School District 
board of education, worked with con
stituents in the fourth district to build a 
float. They gave away stuffed animals to 
children along the parade route. 

Oakland County executive L. Brooks 
Patterson served as grand marshal. 


